
 

 

April 4, 2005 
 
SENT VIA FACSIMILE & 1ST CLASS MAIL 
 
The Honorable William M. Thomas 
United States House of Representatives  
2208 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Thomas: 
 
On behalf of the California Cattlemen’s Association, I would like to express our support for the 
U.S.-Central America-Dominican Republic Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA-DR). This 
agreement will correct a longstanding imbalance in beef trade policy, offer increased export 
opportunities for U.S. beef and beef products, and provide adequate protections for U.S. beef 
cattle producers.  
 
Currently, the countries included in CAFTA-DR have duty-free access to the U.S. beef 
marketplace, yet our beef exporters face tariffs ranging from 15% to 30% when seeking to sell 
U.S. beef in these countries. Because of this inequity, beef export opportunities to these countries 
have traditionally been limited. In 2003, the U.S. exported 4.71 thousand metric tons of beef and 
beef variety meat to these countries, valued at $12.36 million, while importing 27.19 thousand 
metric tons, valued at $62 million, according to USDA-FAS. CAFTA-DR will provide 
immediate duty-free, quota-free access for high-quality U.S. beef to these six countries, with all 
tariffs being eliminated over a period of fifteen years.  Some projections indicate U.S. beef and 
beef product exports to CAFTA-DR nations could triple by 2015 to $41 million, with only slight 
increases foreseen in beef imports from these six countries. CAFTA-DR also contains an 
agricultural safeguard mechanism protecting the U.S. beef industry against import surges.  
 
Since the December 23, 2003 identification of a single case of BSE in an imported dairy cow in 
Washington State and the subsequent loss of our primary export markets, the U.S. beef cattle 
industry has worked hard to find ways to recover the resulting loss in the value of our animals. 
CAFTA-DR will assist in this process by immediately removing prohibitive barriers to U.S. beef 
exports, and by sending a positive signal to other trading partners that the U.S. is serious about 
negotiating meaningful trade agreements which grant more export access for agricultural 
commodities than we give in return.  
 
 



 
Again, California’s ranchers and beef producers encourage your strong support for passage of 
CAFTA-DR in the 109th Congress. We look forward to discussing this important issue with you 
and your staff in the near future, and please do not hesitate to contact the CCA office should you 
have any questions pertaining to this correspondence.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Mark Nelson,  
President  
 
 
cc: Congressman Wally Herger, Member, House Ways & Means Committee 
 Congressman Mike Thompson, Member, House Ways & Means Committee 
 Congressman Xavier Becerra, Member, House Ways & Means Committee 
 Congressman Fortney Pete Stark, Member, House Ways & Means Committee 
 Jay Truitt, Vice-President of Governmental Relations, NCBA 


